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had gained over the American colonies. And further than that, the hon- 
orable Senator wants to know what an officer is to do when he is called to 
fight in an unjust war. Sir, that same history will tell him ; and it will 
also tell him, that there were officers in the British army, who, when 
they were ordered to draw their swords in an unconstitutional and op- 
pressive war, tendered their commissions to his Majesty. 

Not a little truth leaks out from both sides of this debate. The issue 
is well put by Mr. Hale, that we cannot reward or praise warriors for 
success in a given war, without endorsing the war itself; a proposition 
too plain, one would suppose, to require either proof or illustration. Nor 
can a man, without treason against God, and violence to every principle 
of morality, engage in a war which he believes to be wrong, but must, if 
an officer, resign his commission; and, if a private, submit to torture and to 
death itself, rather than violate his conscience by fighting its battles. 

Still it is true, as Mr. Pratt intimates, that the very idea of war for- 
bids its agents to inquire whether it is right, and requires them to carry it 
on, right or wrong, just because their governments bid them do so. They 
must "go it blind." They can have no conscience, judgment, or respon- 
sibility of their own] in the matter, but must blindly bind themselves to 
do whatever their rulers may require. Such is the moral essence of war ; 
and this view alone is enough to brand it as sheer and reckless rebel- 
ion against God, a gross and systematic outrage on man's moral na- 
ture, a direct and utter denial of those principles which form the basis 
alike of religion and morality, Can a Christian, or a man of any moral 
principle, submit to a custom that compels him to commit deeds of the 
foulest atrocity, without even the poor privilege of inquiring whether it is 
not wrong thus to turn himself in to a monster of cruelty and crime ? 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



After the specimens we have given of war-logic among Christian 
ministers, we ought, in fairness, to quote communications of a differ- 
ent tone that we are receiving from our correspondents, but which 
heretofore have been so generally crowded cut of our pages. 

From Rev. Titus Coan. — The following letter from onrexcellent 
co-worker in the Sandwich Islands, is in acknowledgment of peace 
publications sent as a donation for gratuitous distribution, and 
breathes just the spirit that ought to characterize every disciple of 
Christ, and certainly will in the mil'enium : 
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Hilo, Hawaii, Oct. 16, 1852. 
J. P. BL.4NCHAKD, EsQ. : 

My Dear Brother, — Some months ago I received your favor of 
Feb. 6ih, for which you will accept my thanks. The letter was as 
welcome as unexpected. We feel a joyful sympathy with all who 
love the cause which publishes ' peace on earth, and good will to 
men.' 

I have thus long delayed to answer your truly kind letter, wait- 
ing the arrival of the peace publications which you then mentioned, 
in order that, when I wrote, I might acknowledge their receipt- This 
I am now happy to do ; and allow me to assure you of my cordial 
thanks, in the name of humanity, for all you sent. I am obliged al- 
so for the hints you gave as to the authorship of "Communications," 
and some articles in the "Book of Peace." All good, and all read 
with the deeper interest from knowing their source. Our harbor is 
now filling up with whale ships, and lean mai<e good use of a large 
amount of reading matter among the seamen. I distribute all the 
peacp publications I get. We shall probably have a hundred ships 
at Hilo this fall. 

I would like to get a regular copy of the Advocate of Peace for 
my own perusal, and as many more as the society can spare for gra- 
tuitous distribution. Of course I am "behind the times." Copies of 
all the Reports also of the Peace Society, I should like to obtain. I 
am aware that I should write all this to Dr. Beckwith, instead of 
troubling you with it ; but, as I cannot well write him now, and as 
your letter gave evidence that you are ready to every good work, 
I waive formalitj, and freely and fraternally drop these hinfs in 
passing. 

Our church has sent two donations of $100 each to the A. P. S. 
and we intend to send more. We have not abandoned the cause. It 
is Christ's cause, and it is our cause. There is no Divine Law 
which does not involve it ; no true gospel which does not embrace it ; 
no holy minister who does not preach it; no perfect christian who 
does not love it. 

A revived state of religion now exists in my field. The spirit of 
the Lord is among my people. Seventy-two were added to the 
church last Sabbath, and nearly 200 have been added during the 
last four months. Their contributions to foreign objects of benevo- 
lence now average about $100 a month. Still they are all poor, as 
it relates to worldly goods; but we pray that they may be rich in 
faith and heirs of the kingdom of peace." 

The Peace Society's Province — A venerable and excellent 
friend, an aged minister of the gospel, in sending his ai.nual contri- 
tion which he does regularly, says : — 

"There is no enterprise among the various benevolent operations 
of the day, excepting the direct propagation of Christianity, which 
to my mind appears mere important, or promises to prevent more 
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evil, and to do more good t3 mankind, than the one in which the 
friends of Peace are engaged. Can any spectacle be witnessed more 
unnatural, shocking and calamitous than war ? Is there any thing 
more to he dreaded ? There is nothing at which my feelings more 
sensibly revolt. Truly lamentable it is, that it has prevailed so ex- 
tensively, so awfully in the world. Nothing but the mournful fact 
of the deep-rooted depravity of human nalure can account for it. 

Christianity is a wonderful device originating solely with God 
for the deliverance of transgressors against Him from the guilt and 
dominion of sin, and their restoration to His image ; and it is every 
way completely adapted to accomplish the great object. In this lies 
our only hope of the reformation of the world. In this is contain- 
ed a power that can reach and thoroughly re-model the heart, sup- 
planting enmity and selfishness by love and disinterested benevo- 
lence. No wisdom or power of man can effect any thing here with- 
out his sovereign aid. But by this blessing, means may be very 
happily used that will have a reformatory influence, which will 
ameliorate the condition of man, and remove, obstacles to the spread 
and success of the Gospel. And may we not cherish the belief that 
the diffusion of the principles which the Peace Society is laboring to 
to teach and give currency in the world, occupies one of the first 
places as means of promoting the recovery and happiness of man 
in the present and the future world ?" 

"Brief Extracts from other Correspondents. — "The cause 
of Peace 1 regard as one embracing every other object of Christian 
enterprise, as well as the fundamental principles of the religion of 
the Bible. A fighting Christianity, is in my view a paradox. I 
suppose that you are holding up the light upon this subject. The 
principles of this reform must be better understood, and be more 
generally adopted by the church, I believe, before she can become 
fully the light of the world. I endeavor to advocate these in my 
preaching generally; but it is difficult to convince many believers 
of the Bible, that it does not sanction war and slavery, or to break 
up these long established opinions and errors May the Lord pros- 
per you in this good work." 

A lay friend, after referring to " the great and important sub- 
ject of Peace," gives this practical proof of his interest in the 
cause: " I embrace the first opportunity to forward you a small 
sum, ($37.) collected from a few of my neighbors, who feel that 
your society is accomplishing much good, and hope the time is soon 
to arrive, when such efforts will be unnecessary." 

" The subject of Peace," says another, " is one in which I have 
long taken a deep inteiest. For years I have held and taught, 
that Christianity forbids war. I would like to exert my influence 
on this question to the best advantage ; and I would like to know, 
whether any co-operation by myself with the Peace Society, would 
be practicable. My church is a peace church, holding war to be 
anti-christian. 



